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     Summer is about over and fall is 
on the way.  Most vacations are over 
and school has started. The elections 
are not too far away. Soon we will 
know which way the country is 
headed. MOAA has continually 
fought to keep the hard won benefits 
we enjoy as retirees, but the fight is 
not over. Our government must cut 
spending and it will hit us all. We 
need to assist MOAA in letting our 
legislators know where we stand on 
each issue and challenge their cost 
cutting efforts when they are placed 
only on the back of the military and 
retirees. 
     Our 3rd quarter Council meeting 
at Flat Rock was an excellent affair. 
LTC Don Jackman, President of 
the Western North Carolina Chap-
ter, did an outstanding job hosting 
the meeting. The venue was great, 
the food outstanding and the accom-
modations excellent. Our new web 
site is up and running using the 
same information as before to make 
contact. State Council Vice Presi-
dent and New River Chapter Presi-
dent CAPT Doug Ehrhardt has 
done a superb job in making the 

transition. Chapters must assist him 
in keeping their information current 
by contacting him with changes as 
they occur. 
     The State Council Convention at 
Sea is an endeavor to have MOAA 
members from across North Caro-
lina gather in a fun atmosphere for 
fellowship, information and a good-
time. The cost is reasonable, the 
cruise includes Valentines Day, and 
hopefully the weather will cooperate 
to make it a memorable occasion. 
The time to make reservations has 
been extended until 1 October 2012 
so please make your reservations 
while the current prices last.  
     The North Carolina Veterans 
Council is seeking support from the 
candidates for NC Governor on sev-
eral issues including the extension 
of the Bailey/Patton tax settlement. 
The 4th Branch has contacted the 
candidates for both Governor and  
Lt Governor concerning their sup-
port for the Bailey/Patton extension.  
 

Continued on Page 2 
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North Carolina State Council Unveils New Website 

The main problem in getting the new bill 
passed during the long session of the General 
Assembly will be the cost associated with 
exempting all federal, state & local retirees 
from the state income tax. The aim is to work 
with the legislators charged with writing the 
new tax code shifting the tax from mainly an 
industrial sector to a service sector economy. 
The Veterans Council is also concerned with 
getting veteran contractors preferences in 
bidding for state contracts. 
     The 4th quarter State Council meeting will 
be held in Greensboro on 2-3 November.  
Detailed information was provided to Chap-

ter Presidents at the last meeting and also in-
cluded in this issue of Council Comments.  
That information is also available on the 
Council web site: www.moaa-nc.org.  Lt Col 
Harold Keck, Jr. USAF (Ret.) of Golds-
boro, 2d Vice President, is currently undergo-
ing treatment for a medical condition. I ask 
that you to keep him in your prayers during 
the next two months. 
 
I thank each of you for what you do for 
MOAA. 

 

     State Council 3rd Vice President and New 
River Chapter President CAPT Doug 
Ehrhardt MSC USN (Ret.) of Fleetwood 
briefs Council and Chapter leaders on the 
new State Council website at the State Coun-

cil meeting in Flat Rock on 17 August.  
(www.moaa-nc.org).  Note the snazzy new 
NC State Council logo that CAPT Ehrhardt 
designed.  Photo by Maj Bill Culler USMC 
(Ret.), New Bern. 
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Sandhills, Western NC Receive Kudos from MOAA 

     On pages 45 and 46 of the September The 
Military Officer magazine, MOAA acknowl-
edged on-going projects of both the Western 
North Carolina and Sandhills Chapters as fol-
lows . . . 
     “Other MOAA Chapters undertake activi-
ties that lift veterans’ spirits.  Members of the 
Western North Carolina Chapter host a quar-
terly breakfast for veterans in the Community 
Living Center, an extended-care and rehabili-
tation facility run the Charles George VA 
Medical Center in Asheville, NC.  Roughly 
15 Chapter members, wearing MOAA T-
shirts and nametags, serve breakfast quarterly 
to some 100 veterans in the center. 
     “These patients really look forward to the 
breakfasts because they can choose anything 
they want to eat, “ says LTC Don Jackman 
USA-Ret., Chapter President.  “We make 
eggs to order and even set up an omelet sta-
tion.  When we’re done serving, we’ll sit 
down and swap war stories with each other.” 
     In 2008, LTC Leonard Baker USA-Ret, 
a Chapter member and VA volunteer, initi-
ated hosting breakfasts at the Community 
Living Center.  Members hold fundraisers 
and add a little extra to their Chapter dues to 
fund the breakfasts, which cost $1,000 a year 
to honor the memory of late Chapter Treas-
urer COL Kat Spencer USAF.” 
     “Sandhills Chapter members awarded 
$1,500 college scholarships to the top cadet 
in each of eight Junior ROTC (JROTC) units 
they support.  Cadets at JROTC units were 
recognized at the Chapter’s annual JROTC 

award luncheon, which featured guest 
speaker, COL Peggy Combs, Deputy Com-
manding General of the U.S. Army Cadet 
Command.  Moore County School Superin-
tendent Dr.  Aaron Spence and Board of 
Education Member Ed Dennison, who 
learned about the value of JROTC attended.”  
 

      
The above photo appeared on page 46 of the 
September issue of The Military Officer maga-
zine.   
     Sandhills (N.C.) Chapter President BGEN 
Robert Norman USAF (Ret.), left, introduces 
COL Peggy Combs, of the U.S. Army Cadet 
Command. 
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MOAA Connect (Not Connect with MOAA) 
By CAPT Doug Ehrhardt MSC USN (Ret.) 

State Council 3d VP and New River Chapter President 

 

State Council, Chapters Win Levels of Excellence Awards  

     MOAA has recently announced their Lev-
els of Excellence Awards for 2011.  The NC 
State Council received a 5-Star for the first 
time State Councils were eligible for the 
awards.  Four of our North Carolina Chapters 

received awards as well, with the New River 
Chapter receiving a 5-Star Award and the 
Cape Fear, Coastal Carolina and Sandhills 
receiving 4-Star awards. 

     At the 3rd Quarter North Carolina Council 
of Chapters meeting, I gave a brief introduc-
tion about the newest communication tool 
being planned by MOAA National which is 
called “MOAA Connect.”  As described in 
the title, this is NOT how you connect to the 
MOAA’s web site (www.moaa.org), rather it 
is an online platform being developed by 
MOAA to enable members only with the 
means to facilitate discussion and collabora-
tion with others before, during, and after 
meetings and events.  
 I should begin this article with my 
own personal disclaimer…as a newly elected 
Council VP and newly appointed Council 
representative for Public Affairs and Web 
Operations, President Bob Garman nomi-
nated me to be the Council’s participant on a 
Webinar that was scheduled to initiate rolling 
out MOAA Connect.  I agreed, and in the 
course of the first, and subsequent Webinars 

(meetings conducted in real time, on-line so 
as to enable participants to view content and 
discuss topics collaboratively), I was asked 
not only “what I thought” but “how will 
MOAA Connect serve the needs of mem-
bers.”  To be honest, when MOAA Connect 
was touted as a “Facebook for MOAA” I did 
not line up to become a strong advocate as I 
personally don’t embrace Facebook’s social 
media genre.  I do manage a Facebook ac-
count for my New River Chapter as it was 
considered another means to reach outside 
our community, especially with potential, and 
younger, MOAA recruits.  On a personal 
note, I use my own Facebook account as a 
means to transmit large volumes of pictures 
to family with the understanding that my 
posts can also be viewed by other “friends.”  
But my daily, or weekly, usage of Facebook 
is not a priority in my day-to-day life. 

Continued on page 5 
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MOAA Connect 
(Continued from page 4) 

The North Carolina Council was se-
lected to be part of a pilot program to imple-
ment the “rollout” of MOAA Connect.   In-
terested users will be among the first partici-
pants to begin “testing” the functionality and 
relevance of this type of interactive, online, 
communication resource within the commu-
nity.   As part of the effort, the developers at 
MOAA were hoping to achieve between 65% 
to 75% acceptance of the concept, and are 
looking forward to receiving feedback, ques-
tions and concerns.   They encouraged every-
one to “connect” with fellow chapter mem-
bers in the community and start sharing ideas.   
In my remarks to the team working on 
MOAA Connect, I voiced the opinion that I 
thought a better, and more realistic, goal 
would be to try and engage an audience that 
would represent about 20% to 25% of 
MOAA’s membership.  When we last parted, 
the developers agreed to set up our State 
Council – primarily Council BOD and Chap-
ter Presidents – as one “community,” e.g., 
North Carolina State COC.  Following that 
agreement, I sent an e-Newsletter to the other 
28 names within that “community” and 
shared instructions on how to participate. 

To join MOAA Connect, however, 
any individual MOAA member can log on to 
the service, which includes tutorials and vid-
eos for training and reference so one can 
learn to navigate their way around the site.  
As a way to enable access to the site, MOAA 
National has loaded ALL 377,000 member 
names into their database.  To start, go to 
“connect.moaa.org” and after opening the 
site, create your web login username and 
password.  Once part of the system, users can 
create a profile, write a personal blog, share 
documents in the chapter library, and partici-
pate in discussions – either within the chapter 
community or across the greater MOAA 
Connect community. 

In summary, MOAA Connect is de-
signed to be a new, and exciting means for 
ALL of MOAA’s membership to collaborate, 
share ideas or concerns, develop blogs, up-

load documents for others to read or edit, and 
reconnect with others by participation in any 
number of MOAA National, or individual 
member created “communities” that will 
cross Chapter, state Council, or even MOAA 
lines, to interact with others.  How is it work-
ing??  Well, maybe it is much too soon to 
evaluate, but since beginning my personal 
journey with MOAA Connect, I have been 
designated as a member of four communities 
– New River Chapter, North Carolina State 
COC, Entomologists and Navy Medical Ser-
vice Corps Officers – the latter two being 
groups I personally created.  I’m not sur-
prised, nor even discouraged, that more than 
30 days into my involvement, I remain the 
ONLY member in each!  Lest I come across 
as being a nay-sayer, MOAA also has devel-
oped community names for ALL MOAA 
chapters, nationwide, and there are commu-
nity resources for Career Networkers, MOAA 
Connect Support , and a host of others, to 
which I do not choose to belong, and they 
have anywhere from a few to more than 1.9K 
participants!  One important feature of 
MOAA Connect, as well as most websites, 
there is an RSS Link – which means “Really 
Simple Syndication” – that allows you to be 
informed about new posts, or other changes, 
in communities to which you may belong, in 
real time or weekly, monthly or a time of 
your choosing.  I began this article with my 
introduction as the “new guy on the block” 
vis-à-vis our North Carolina Council of 
Chapters website, so I’ll end on that note, 
also.  Please be certain to visit www.moaa-
nc.org, and go to the “News and Events” link 
where you can activate the RSS link for 
things happening within OUR Council…no, 
it’s not the whole realm of MOAA National, 
rather it focuses on matters relevant to our 
North Carolina Council and our 17 state 
chapters.  Don’t wait, check it out today! 

By whatever platform you choose, I 
do agree that it’s important that we all stay 
CONNECTED!! 
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NC State Council Convention at Sea Info 
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NC State Council Convention Passenger Information Form 
(Fax or E-Mail Form to Carol Lee as Indicated Below) 
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Col Don Wood Receives Award from the  
Camp Lejeune Base Military Retiree Council  

Photos from the State Council Meeting, 16-17 August 
Hosted by the Western NC Chapter at Hendersonville/Flat 

Rock 

     

  Past  State Council President 
COL Don Wood USMC (Ret.) 
of Jacksonville is shown receiv-
ing an award from the Camp 
Lejeune Base Military Retiree 
Council for his many years of 
outstanding and dedicated ser-
vice to the Military Community 
for both active duty and retired 
on 17 July. 

     COL Joseph G. Clemmons, Jr. USA (Ret.), a 
member of the Western NC Chapter, was the guest 
speaker at the State Council dinner on 16 August at the 
Hendersonville Country Club.  
     COL Clemmons was a 1951 graduate of the U.S. 
Military Academy.  As a 1LT he was awarded the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross as a Platoon Leader with K 
Co., 3dBn, 31st Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Divi-
sion for action near Kunhwa, Korea on 28 October 
1952.  Later, as the Company Commander of K Co. at 
Pork Chop Hill on 16-17 April 1953 while the Pan-

munjom talks were underway, he received the Silver Star Medal as his company attacked and 
defended the hill against overwhelming Communist Chinese forces. 
     In 1958-59, CPT Clemnons, at the request of MGM Studios, was sent by the Army on tem-
porary orders to Hollywood to serve as the Technical Advisor for the making of the movie Pork 
Chop Hill.  The movie starred Gregory Peck in the lead role as 1LT Clemmons.  COL Clem-
mons and his wife, Cecil, who celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary this year, recounted 
their experiences during the making of the movie, including meeting many Hollywood movie 
actors.  Photo by Maj Bill Culler, New Bern   
       
      



Photos from the State Council Meeting, 16-17 August 
(Continued from page 8) 
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NC State Council Quarterly Meeting Schedule, 2012-13 

    
 
 
 

   LTC Don Jackman USA (Ret.), 
President of the Western NC Chapter 
presides over the Friday night dinner on 
16 August at the Hendersonville Country 
Club.  Photo by Maj Bill Culler 

      
 

     Immediate Past State Council Presi-
dent, COL Fred Black USA (Ret.) of 
Chapel Hill loads up his plate to partake 
of the delicious buffet dinner prepared 
by the Hendersonville Country Club 
staff on 16 August.  Photo by Dee 
Culler, New Bern 

     4th Quarter, 2012 - 2-3 November, Hyatt Place, Greensboro, hosted by the COL Lloyd Os-
borne Piedmont Chapter 
     1st Quarter 2013 - 25-26 January, Miller’s Landing, MCAS Cherry Point, hosted by the 
Coastal Carolina Chapter 
     13-18 February 2013 -  NC State Council Convention at Sea sailing aboard Carnival Fan-
tasy from Charleston, SC for the Bahamas.  Contact Carol Lee at (888) 320-4234 Ext. 4173 to 
make a reservation.  Reservation deadline has been extended to 1 October 2012.  
     2d Quarter 2013 - Exact date TBA, Goldsboro, hosted by the Eastern Carolina Chapter 
     3d Quarter 2013 -  9-10 August, Jefferson Landing, Jefferson, co-hosted by the New River 
and High Country Chapters 
     4th Quarter 2013 - Exact date TBA, Kure Beach, hosted by the SENCLand Chapter 
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                                                COL Lloyd A. Osborne Piedmont Chapter 
August 17, 2012 
Dear Council Officers and Chapter Presidents: 
     The Colonel Lloyd A. Osborne Piedmont Chapter is proud to host the 4th quarter Council of 
Chapters meeting, Friday and Saturday, November 2-3 2012, at the Hyatt Place Greensboro, 
1619 Stanley Road, Greensboro, NC 27407.  For our meeting, a block of 25 rooms (15 kings, 
10 doubles) at the Hyatt Place Hotel will be held until October 2nd. The room rate is $89 and 
this includes a complimentary hot breakfast.  Please contact the Hyatt Place hotel directly at 
336-852-1443 for Friday, November 2nd reservations and ask for the MOAA- Piedmont Chap-
ter rate. Guests can also go online to www.hyatt.com and enter the information on the right side 
of the page. Under "Group/Corporate Code" enter the group code: G-MOAA to receive the dis-
counted rate. Again, October 2nd is the cutoff date. 
     The Friday dinner meeting will be held in the meeting room at the Hyatt Place hotel. 
Dress is coat and tie or business casual. There will be a social at 1830 and a plated dinner, 
starting at 1900, will be provided by Visions Catering and Event Planning.  Friday's meal will 
cost $ 23 per person and that price includes tax and tip. Dinner will consist of the following: 
Mixed greens salad with tomatoes, croutons, cucumbers, shredded mozzarella and almonds. 
Ranch and balsamic vinaigrette dressings will be at each table. The entree will consist of par-
mesan crusted baked chicken plus a 4 oz. filet with garlic mashed potatoes and seasoned green 
beans. Assorted soft dinner rolls, tea, water and coffee will be available. Dessert will be Key 
Lime Pie. 
     The speaker for the evening will be from the Guilford Courthouse National Military 
Park, site of a Revolutionary War Battle. The Piedmont MOAA Chapter will conduct its 
normal Chapter meeting on Fri. night, after which a 50/50 raffle, followed by a "local 
flavor" drawing, will be conducted. 
     On Saturday morning, November 3rd , Hyatt Place guests will enjoy a hot complimentary 
breakfast in the hotel. The business meeting will commence in the Hyatt business room at 0830. 
The agenda for the business meeting will be provided separately.  Spouses and guests are wel-
come to attend. 
     Those members, spouses and guests not attending the business meeting are invited 
to meet in the Hyatt lobby on Saturday at 0900. A carpool will be organized to transport 
those participating to Replacements ltd. which is east of Greensboro off 1-40. A tour of the 
facility will be arranged to show the extensive collections of silver, china, glassware and 
other interesting items that Replacements ships worldwide. Tour members will assemble 
at the entrance to the gift shop at 1130 for their trip back to Hyatt Place. 
Please respond to this invitation for MOAA activities no later than Fri., Oct. 19. 
Again, room reservations at Hyatt Place must be made by October 2nd, directly with the 
hotel. Mail the completed registration form with a check for the Friday dinner to me. 
Any questions call or email me. 
 
Best regards, 
Lee F. Richmond, Lt Col, USAF (Ret) 
Vice President COl Lloyd A. Osborne Piedmont Chapter 
336-454-1983, 336-254-1456, leefrich@northstate.net 
 
 



 

4th Quarter NC Council of Chapters Meeting 
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                      Colonel Lloyd A. Osborne Piedmont Chapter MOAA 
                                                   Registration Form 
 
                                  Hyatt Place, 1619 Stanley Rd., Greensboro, NC 
 
                                Friday, Nov. 2, 2012 -- Social 1830 Dinner 1900 
 
Your name and rank_________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse/guest_______________________________________________________ 
 
Total attendees___X $23 each =________________________________________ 
 
 
                              Saturday, Nov. 3, 2012 Replacements Ltd. Tour. 
 
Person attending tour _______________________________________________ 
 
No charge for this event. Meet in lobby at 0900 to car pool. 
 
Make check for Friday dinner event payable to "MOAA" and mail your check and 
this form by October is" to 
Lt. Col. Lee F. Richmond, VP Piedmont Chapter MOAA 
601 Tangle Drive 
Jamestown, NC 27282 
336-454-1983 
leefrich@northstate.net 
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     Council Comments is the newsletter of the North Carolina Council 
of Chapters and is published six times per year.  A current issue of the 
newsletter can be found on the North Carolina Council of Chapters 
website www.moaa-nc.org.  Anyone wishing to receive this newsletter 
by E-mail may do so by contacting us at fourbranch@earthlink.net  

North Carolina Council 

of Chapters 

111 Boros Rd, New Bern, 

NC  28560 

 

Address Correction Requested 


